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Editorial: Len Cooper, ILPS Chairperson 

Volume 5 

Issue 2   

May - Aug 2026  NEWSLETTER 
The old order is in crisis and the people are organising 
and winning. 

This issue of the ILPS Newsletter arrives at a time when 
imperialist power is becoming more openly coercive, 
more militarized and more contemptuous of the peoples 
of the world. War, sanctions, debt, forced migration and 
repression are not separate crises. They are connected 
instruments of a system determined to preserve profit and 
domination, whatever the human cost. 

The United States may speak less often of a so-called 
rules-based order, but this does not mean that imperialism 
has retreated. It means that the rules are being discarded 
whenever they obstruct plunder. From Palestine, Iran and 
Venezuela to the migrant detention centers, workplaces 
and communities of the imperialist countries themselves, 
the message is the same: capital claims the freedom to 
cross every border, while workers and oppressed peoples 
are surveilled, displaced, detained and denied the free-
dom to live and work in dignity. 

The articles in this issue expose the crimes of Imperial-
ism. The assault on Gaza is not only a military campaign; 
it is an attempt to extinguish Palestinian self-
determination and turn destruction itself into an oppor-
tunity for private profit. The siege of Venezuela seeks not 
only political submission, but control over a sovereign 
people's resources and future. The IMF and World Bank 
continue the same project by other means, imposing debt, 
austerity, privatization and export-oriented 'development' 
upon the Global South. Behind the differing institutions 
and justifications stands the same demand: surrender sov-
ereignty, labour and resources to monopoly capital. 

Yet this newsletter is not just  a cata-
logue of imperialist crimes. Its a more 
important story of the growing capacity 
of the people to resist and win victory. 

The launch of Free the Migrants All Workers Unite re-
jects the deliberate division between migrant and non-
migrant workers. Migrants are not the cause of falling 
wages, insecure work or collapsing public services. They 
are among those most ruthlessly exploited by the same 
employers, corporations and governments attacking the 
whole working class. Migrant liberation and workers' 
liberation are inseparable, and our answer must be organ-
ization across workplaces, communities, home countries 
and host countries. 
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That organizing spirit is visible across the League. The 
national assemblies in the United States, Canada, the Phil-
ippines and Thailand brought together workers, peasants, 
women, migrants, refugees, youth, Indigenous peoples, 
anti-war organizations and national liberation movements. 
They adopted programs, elected leaderships, strengthened 
political education and took action. These are not ceremo-
nial gatherings. They are part of the patient work of build-
ing the unity, confidence and structures that allow re-
sistance to endure and advance. 

This work is especially urgent as rival imperialist powers 
compete and new regional alignments emerge. Multipolar-
ity does not by itself liberate the peoples. A world of sev-
eral competing centers of capital can still be a world of 
exploitation, militarism and war. Our task is not to choose 
which powerful state should dominate, but to strengthen 
the independent power of workers and oppressed peoples 
and defend every nation's right to sovereignty and self-
determination. 

The experience of the Venezuelan communes offer an im-
portant lesson. Revolutions under siege cannot be under-
stood only through the decisions of governments or the 
commentary of distant observers. Their durability lies in 
organized popular power: communities producing, govern-
ing, educating and defending themselves while confront-
ing the primary threat of imperialist aggression. 

As the IMF and World Bank prepare to meet in Bangkok, 
as the Palestinian people continue their struggle for libera-
tion, and as states expand military budgets while workers 
struggle for food, housing, healthcare and secure employ-
ment, our response must be more than condemnation. We 
must educate, organize and act. We must connect the fight 
against war with the fight against austerity; the defense of 
migrants with the defense of all workers; and national lib-
eration with the struggle for a social order built around 
human need rather than private profit. 

The old order is in crisis. It remains dangerous precisely 
because it is in crisis. But across countries and continents, 
the peoples are not passive. They are assembling, learning, 
resisting and building new forms of solidarity. The task 
before the ILPS is to turn that solidarity into a stronger 
international force capable not merely of opposing imperi-
alism, but of defeating it and opening the way to genuine 
liberation. 

 

 

Launching the Free the Migrants Campaign! 

On May 1st, the ILPS alongside the International Wom-
en's Alliance, International Migrants Alliance, All Work-
ers United, and Migrante International launched the Free 
the Migrants: All Workers Unite campaign, aiming to 
build the unity of migrants and workers around the world. 
More information on the campaign can be found in the 
Free the Migrants article in the newsletter and the website. 
The recording of the campaign launch webinar is available 
on the Free the Migrants' Youtube channel here in English, 
Spanish, and Bahasa. 

ILPS Commission 3 and 4 Webinars Focusing on West 
Asia 

On April 20th, ILPS Commission 3 held a webinar on Pal-
estinian Political Prisoners' Day to discuss the then-recent 
draconian death penalty law against Palestinian prisoners 
as an attempt to liquidate the unbreakable resistance with-
in the Zionist dungeons. The speakers were Kamil Abu 
Hanish, a leading member of the PFLP who spent 23 years 
in Zionist imprisonment, and Musheir El-Farra, a key wit-
ness at the International People's Tribunal for Palestine 
convened by ILPS and other organizations in November 
2025 at Barcelona. 

A week later on April 27th, ILPS Commission 4 alongside 
Peace for Life, Moro-Christian Peoples Alliance, and Ecu-
menical Bishops Forum held a webinar exposing the 
weaponization of religion and 'peace' for imperialist wars 
of aggression such as the US-Zionist war on Iran. 

You can watch the recordings on Youtube here: 

 Unbroken Behind Bars! A webinar to commemorate 
Palestinian Political Prisoners’ Day 

 The Unholy War of "Peace Through Strength": 
Weaponizing Religion and "Peace" for Imperialist 
Wars 

Education for the ILPS@25 Campaign 

In April and May 2026, the ILPS held two webinars to 
commemorate 25 years of ILPS and our growing struggle 
against imperialism and all reaction. The first one in April 
expanded on ILPS Chairperson Emeritus Prof. Jose Maria 
Sison's "On the World Situation" written shortly before his 
death in December 2022, adding analysis on the develop-
ments in the inter-imperialist rivalry between the US and 
China in the last 3 1/2 years.  

The following webinar in May highlighted the develop-
ment of imperialism over the past 25 years in the Asia-
Pacific, Latin America, and Europe and how the ILPS has 
been at the forefront of the anti-imperialist struggles in 
each of those regions. This coincided with a Memorial 
Forum in Manila convened by ILPS Philippines, Kilusang 
Mayo Uno, and the Crispin B. Beltran Resource Center to 
remember Ka Bel, the founding chairperson of the ILPS.  

You can watch the recordings of both webinars here on 
Youtube and read Jose Maria Sison's "On the World Situa-
tion" on the ILPS Website: 

 On the World Situation 

 Webinar Recording (also in Spanish, French, 
and Bahasa) 

 Analysis from JMS (available also in Spanish 
and French) 

 Imperialism 25 Years Ago and Today: Our United 
Struggle Surges Forward 

US Imperialist Plunder and Aggression Webinar Series 

In July 2026, the ILPS had a two-part education series on 
US imperialist plunder and aggression in the Asia-Pacific 

Recent Global Activities of ILPS 

https://internationalsolidarity.org/allworkersunited/
https://youtu.be/w83jajmRXg8?si=HLw5QP5AS7PPx2j_
https://youtu.be/9GyZuIeSU3c?si=aO48mTbqc7-NsOps
https://youtu.be/Cafyxo35ayU?si=_ytTMy5u3Wj4XpK7
https://youtu.be/2JTCoRyxKXo?si=asM5Ngj-Wrbo9I69
https://youtu.be/2JTCoRyxKXo?si=asM5Ngj-Wrbo9I69
https://youtu.be/66bp5v2Xqq0?si=Z_LAOKcINQN3zgc8
https://youtu.be/66bp5v2Xqq0?si=Z_LAOKcINQN3zgc8
https://youtu.be/66bp5v2Xqq0?si=Z_LAOKcINQN3zgc8
https://youtu.be/tzwbNXDNuhQ?si=QMznfbpEv-dWvXLR
https://youtu.be/tzwbNXDNuhQ?si=jau0p9a5VX7JMe6_
https://youtu.be/hrYJRUYRn5o?si=wqB3KoD9B4Af_RgW
https://youtu.be/OS03RqGQMkM?si=oavrqAw7KWCyT0Vk
https://youtu.be/7TzBDDMW6vU?si=RWHPwK2lf2XsIW4q
https://peoplesstruggle.org/en/from-the-archives-on-the-world-situation-2022/
https://peoplesstruggle.org/es/del-archivo-sobre-la-situacion-mundial-2022/
https://peoplesstruggle.org/fr/les-archives-sur-la-situation-mondiale/
https://youtu.be/Z-cW7HoVZKg?si=uQEU2dkn9efe96E9
https://youtu.be/Z-cW7HoVZKg?si=uQEU2dkn9efe96E9
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and Latin America. It highlighted the particularities of US 
imperialism and called for our united struggle to defeat it 
once and for all. Topics of discussion included US imperi-
alism's main theatre of aggression being located in the 
Asia-Pacific due to the inter-imperialist conflict between it 
and China, how Iran and the Axis of Resistance is vital to 
the fight against the US-Zionist alliance, and the US's at-
tempts to carve Latin America and the Caribbean as its 
own sphere of influence under the 'Trump Corollary'. No-
table speakers included Richard Lobo, Chargés d'Affaires 
of the Venezuela Embassy in the Philippines, and Hamid 
Shahrabi, co-founder of Global Resistance for Peace and 
Justice based in Iran. 

You can watch the webinars recordings here on Youtube: 

 US Imperialist Plunder and Aggression in the Asia and 
the Pacific (also in Spanish, Bahasa, and Arabic) 

 US Imperialist Plunder and Aggression in Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean (also in Spanish and Bahasa) 

 

 

By All Workers United 

On International Workers’ Day this year, workers took to 
the streets en masse across the world to demand for higher 
wages, lower prices, and an end to this current imperialist 
system as it stands. As fascism rises within the Global 
North and South, the crisis worsens throughout the globe. 
With the aim to preserve its unipolar dominance in a mul-
tipolar world, the US has increased its attacks against the 
people across the world, especially against the workers 
and migrants. 

Under Trump, the US has enforced its neoliberal offensive 
by ending the old ‘rules-based order,’ instead conducting 
unilateral strong-arming against the neo-colonies in order 
to dump goods easily, get access to their resources, and 
increase its pool of workers to exploit. It is trying to carve 
Latin America to be in its direct sphere of influence to 
compete against China’s head start in rare earth and criti-
cal minerals, utilizing the pretense of “narco-terrorism” to 
conduct regime change and detain, attack, and deport mi-
grants. Wars of aggression in alliance with ‘Israel’ have 
been waged against Iran, directly placing 31 million mi-
grant workers in a war zone and making the price of oil, 
thus all goods, skyrocket in the months since. Migrants 
and workers across the world have faced the brunt of 
this fascist offensive. 

It is under these auspices that the International League of 
Peoples’ Struggle, All Workers United, International 
Women’s Alliance, International Migrants Alliance, and 
Migrante International have launched the “Free the Mi-
grants! All Workers Unite!” campaign. It is a grassroots 
movement led by migrants and workers, where migrant 
workers play a leading role. It creates space for us to edu-
cate ourselves about the economic crisis, understand its 
root causes, and take action against those who exploit us—
from employers and corporations to immigration systems 
and governments, where we are neglected, and wars are 

waged on us. 

We strive to build connections across workplaces and bor-
ders, across home and host countries, strengthening soli-
darity and gaining allies in the fight for our rights and live-
lihoods through this campaign. In calling for and actively 
building a united front of workers and migrants, we can 
build our own power to fight those who live off our mis-
ery, and build a world of unity, justice, and peace where 
all have the freedom to live, work, migrate, and return 
home on our own terms. Workers and migrants are the 
main force capable of transforming society and building 
the united front of them together is necessary to build a 
strong international proletarian class struggle against im-
perialism and neoliberalism. 

Migrant workers constitute the underclass of the working-
class because they earn lower wages, face the most egre-
gious forms of exploitation and are often excluded from 
social services and labor protections. If left to the govern-
ments of the ruling class, they will continue to pit workers 
and migrants against each other as they continue to exploit 
us more than ever. Therefore, we affirm that migrant liber-
ation is inseparable from the liberation of the entire work-
ing class and call to develop a platform for cooperation 
that unites workers and migrants to combat the systemic 
exploitation of the toiling masses under All Workers Unit-
ed (AWU) in localities, neighborhoods, and workplaces.  

Free the Migrants! All Workers Unite! Fight for Workers’ 
Liberation! 

 By Andrea de Jesus, Regional Coordinator ILPS Europe 

Last 29-30 August 2026, the People’s Festival of Re-
sistance for Peace, Democracy and Liberation brought to-
gether nearly two hundred participants for the 2-day event 
in Brussels, Belgium. Building on the successful Resist 
NATO campaigns countering the 2024 and 2025 NATO 
Summits in Washington D.C. and The Hague respectively, 
the People’s Festival continued to address the current 
global situation of intensified wars of aggression, military 
interventions and occupations unleashed by US 
imperialism and its lackeys in trying to salvage a declining 
hegemony and search for new markets, resources and 
spheres of control.  

In its Unity Statement, the People’s Festival declared that 
it gathered “at a time when millions of people around the 
world are facing war, displacement, poverty, repression, and 
deepening inequality. While governments spend billions on 
weapons and military expansion, working people struggle 
with rising costs of living, shrinking social services, and 
worsening economic conditions. Communities resisting 
exploitation and defending their rights are increasingly met 
with violence, criminalization, and attacks on democratic 
freedoms.” 

The continuing campaign of People's Resistance for 
Peace, Democracy and Liberation brings together peace-
loving and democratic forces across the world in a broad 

Global Campaign Launch: Free the Migrants! All Workers 
United! 

Advance the People’s Resistance for Peace, Democracy and 
Liberation! 

https://youtu.be/sYD9I5eJV-0?si=sf4PkLVlTSB1JuvL
https://youtu.be/sYD9I5eJV-0?si=sf4PkLVlTSB1JuvL
https://youtu.be/VP6aTIVYako?si=SQw4gb6RSxGgzPbz
https://youtu.be/RN7QYOUNfzw?si=EDOFVu3hzJG5y2au
https://youtu.be/0AGsreHZVc4?si=Trj_JbFCsBEwZcdb
https://youtu.be/0hRbgoENsdg?si=-CSDcNxCUdToFrkL
https://youtu.be/0hRbgoENsdg?si=-CSDcNxCUdToFrkL
https://youtu.be/4NbVUBH6qhQ?si=Jl3GiYLbQiv3Zw9i
https://youtu.be/QAd8Bh2_550?si=MW6JLrmXvuT809sN
https://internationalsolidarity.org/resist-nato/
https://internationalsolidarity.org/resist-nato/
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alliance against war, fascism, militarisation and all forms 
of oppression. It seeks to organise and mobilise people to 
defend their right to live in peace, exercise genuine 
democracy, and fight for national and social liberation.  

By creating a safe, inclusive and respectful space for 
dialogue and solidarity, the campaign aims to promote a 
deeper understanding of common struggles, strengthen 
collective action and empower communities to build 
effective resistance in defense of rights and freedoms and 
advance the cause of just peace and genuine liberation. 

Festival attendees came from various peoples, communi-
ties and their organizations, social movements, progressive 
European political parties, and liberation movements from 
Belgium, Cyprus, France, Germany, Iran, Kurdistan, the 
Netherlands, Palestine, the Philippines, Switzerland, Tur-
key, the United States, the United Kingdom and Venezue-
la, among others.   

In addition, regional and international networks including 
the Stop Militarization / Stop Re-Arm Europe Alliance, 
the International Women’s Alliance, the Global Sumud 
Flotilla, the International League of People’s Struggle, 
Union of Cypriots, Academy of Democratic Modernity 
(Kurdistan), Global Women United for Peace Against 
NATO, Confederation of Turkish Workers in Europe, 
United National Anti-War Coalition and the International 
People’s Front joined in the three panels and 4 workshops 
organized on day 1 of the event. The panel themes includ-
ed 1) “Building Peace: Confronting War, Mobilizing 
People, Transforming Movements”; 2) “Women in Action: 
Legacies of Resistance, Rights and Liberation”; and 3) 
“Rising Fascism, Militarization and Defending Rights and 
Freedoms” 

On the second day, the Festival culminated with a protest 
action in the square outside the central train station of 
Brussels to commemorate the International Day of the 
Victims of Enforced Disappearances.  During the 2-hour 
program, speakers drew links between imperialist wars, 
militarism and political repression, and the use of enforced 
disappearances as a common tactic by governments to 
suppress political dissent and people’s struggles. Protest 
action speakers included Saif Abu Keshek of the Global 
Sumud Flotilla and Ludo de Brabander of the Stop 
Militarization / Stop Re-arm Europe Alliance. Other 
speakers came from the May First Movement (Kilusang 
Mayo Uno) of the Philippines, the Academy of Democratic 
Modernity, the Union of Cypriots and a Turkish Prisoner’s 
organization who spoke about the very real stories of war 
crimes committed under occupation and on-going 
imperialist wars of aggression and occupation.  

While the Festival posited that inter-imperialist rivalries and 
competition inevitably grows peoples’ resistance, yet, 
“Even when the balance of power seems unequal, history 
shows that resistance can bring change: rights and 
protections have never been simply handed down, but won 
through collective action”,  stated Ludo De Brabander of 
the Belgium-based Stop Militarization, Stop Re-Arm 
Europe Network. 

“Imperialist rivalry creates the conditions for 
war, but the peoples of the world do not have 
to accept imperialist war as their destiny,” 
said panelist Marian Espinosa of the National 
Democratic Front of the Philippines (NDFP). 
“Workers and peoples of the world have far 
more in common with one another than with 
the forces that profit from their division.” 
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And so, while the challenges before humanity are immense, 
it is truly the strength of the people’s collective action that 
will resist wars, defy repression and exploitation wherever 
they occur, and ensure that building peace, defending 
democracy and upholding genuine liberation, especially for 
oppressed peoples and nations, triumphs! 

To this end, the People’s Festival of Resistance is 
committed to continuing to build, strengthen, and advance 
cooperation and solidarity among peoples and movements 
across borders in the shared existential struggle of 
humanity for peace, democracy, and liberation. 

By ILPS South Asia  

The six months of the Ramadan war followed by the 
ceasefire have resulted in a shift in the geo-political posi-
tioning of the world but especially so for West Asia and 
South Asia. In the years after the Iranian Revolution, the 
US including its western allies and the puppet regimes in 
the Gulf countries have classified Iran as a ‘rogue nation,’ 
that is unwilling to comply with the norms of the 
‘international community’ or in other words be a puppet 
state to US imperialism. The genocide in Gaza has finally 
shredded the mask of liberal democracy worn by western 
imperialist countries, including of course the United 
States. Iran which has steadfastly stood against the US 
plans of political and economic hegemony over its territo-
ry has been able to showcase various political, military and 
economic strategies to not only evade occupation but to 
bring down to its knees an imperialist power that has held 
the country under nearly five decades of crippling sanc-
tions.  

The Iran War has led to political and military realignment 
for West Asia as well as for South Asia. Pakistan, which 
has maintained congenial diplomatic ties with Iran (even 
though it had to shelve its Iran-Pakistan Gas Pipeline Pro-
ject, signed in 2010 based on US sanctions), has finally 
taken a clear position in enhancing its economic and politi-
cal relationship with Iran. In the past six months, Pakistan 
has opened six land trade routes connecting both countries 
through land and sea routes.  In early August, in meetings 
with the Iranian Minister for Industry, Mining and Trade, 
there is a call for taking trade between the two countries 
up to $10 billion and to finalize a free trade agreement be-
tween them. Later, in the month, with the US launching its 
latest set of sanctions (Operation Outcast) against Iran, 
Pakistan was bold enough to say clearly, that that it cannot 
comply. This is very much a different political positioning 
than even as late as in 2024, where it did not want to im-
plement its agreed upon Gas Pipeline Project, fearing US 
wrath. 

Another change that has occurred in South Asia is the 
growing political, economic and military ties of India with 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and ‘Israel’. The I2U2 a 
grouping of four countries, India, ‘Israel’, USA and UAE 
was launched in 2021 which in the past few months has 
gelled as a triangle between UAE, ‘Israel’ and India. Indi-
an ties with the US continue to flourish with an interim 

free trade agreement having been agreed upon in the past 
months. In addition, there is robust military trade between 
the two countries. While India is one of the largest buyers 
of ‘Israeli’ weapons, the country has also agreed to send 
500,000 migrant workers to the Zionist state in the next 
five years. In the meanwhile, the Indian-Iran relationship 
has suffered a severe fracture. Trade has been cut drasti-
cally between them, while BRICS at its meeting in India, 
failed to come out with a joint statement as the political 
divide between India, Iran and UAE did not allow a con-
sensus to be reached. India neither condemned the martyr-
dom of the Supreme Leader of Iran by US and Zionist 
forces, nor did it send a high-level delegation at his funer-
al.  

While the I2U2 group shows a coming together of a like-
minded military, economic and political players, at the 
same time there is another grouping of Turkey, Saudi Ara-
bia and Pakistan. The Mecca Joint Defence Agreement is 
on the lines of NATO, where an attack on any of the three 
will be considered an attack on all three. How the alliance 
will play out in case of a military attack on any three of the 
countries is still to be tested, but it is clear that the role of 
the US as the hegemon has now suffered severe blows. At 
least in West Asia, the military ties have been rearranged, 
loosening ties with the US, while other military and eco-
nomic bonds are being sought. It is worth pointing out that 
Pakistan’s tilt toward China is more defined. China and 
Russia have shown strong support for Iran, and Pakistan’s 
standing with Iran is also a result of its close economic, 
military and political ties with China. The long standing 
feud between India and China, as well as between India 
and Pakistan has had impacts on how these two countries 
have forged new relationships, India forced to give up its 
ties with Russia, while Pakistan still maintaining ‘good’ 
relations with the US is more a client state of China.  

As the race among imperialist powers progresses, the 
slowly forming blocs that are aligned to any of them will 
also become more clear. At the moment, the multipolar 
nature of imperialism is shown clearly by neocolonial 
states trying to please multiple masters while trying to ex-
tract maximum economic, political and military benefits 
from wherever possible. 

By the respective country chapters of ILPS US, ILPS in 
Canada, ILPS Philippines, and ILPS Thailand 

ILPS US 3rd National Assembly and Political Confer-
ence 

The U.S. Country Chapter of the International League of 
Peoples’ Struggle (ILPS-US) successfully held its 3rd Na-
tional Assembly (3NA) and Political Conference from 
May 30-31, 2026 with the theme, "Advance the Peoples' 
Struggle! Build the militant political movement of 
working and oppressed people against U.S. Imperial-
ism's fascism, war, plunder, exploitation, and oppres-
sion!". 

The 3NA was ILPS-US’ largest national assembly to date 

The Metamorphosis – West and South Asia 

ILPS National Assemblies held around the World 
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with a total of 426 attendees. The Assembly firmly united 
on a new General Plan of Action (GPOA) for 2026-2029, 
passed 15 accompanying resolutions, and amended the 
Country Chapter Bylaws. The Assembly elected a new 
Steering Committee to lead the alliance and closed with a 
declaration marking the commitment of ILPS-US to fur-
ther advance the anti-imperialist struggle. 

In the evening following the Assembly, ILPS-US along-
side the Resist US-Led War Movement (Resist), the Unit-
ed National Antiwar Coalition (UNAC), and the Interna-
tional Coalition for Human Rights in the Philippines 
(ICHRP) also hosted a Peace Forum under the theme, 
"Unite to Fight Against U.S.-Led War & Plunder! Ad-
vance Our Struggles for Self Determination & Just 
Peace!" with over  567 attendees. 

The following day, over 550 individuals from 215 organi-
zations attended the ILPS-US Political Conference, which 
began with a keynote from the Secretary General of ILPS, 
Azra Sayeed, who spoke about the global situation and the 
political response from ILPS, and a second keynote deliv-
ered by Mick Kelly, the Political Secretary of the Freedom 
Road Socialist Organization (FRSO), who spoke about the 
role of workers in the fight for democracy and struggle to 
win socialism. The Conference featured three plenary pan-
els, addressing key topics for the anti-imperialist move-
ment in the US: 1) Fight back against fascism! On peoples 
resistance against state attacks; 2) All Workers United! 
On the Fight to End Exploitation and Plunder; and 3) 
People's Resistance for People's Peace! On Ending Im-
perialist Wars and Liberating Our Homelands. 

The newly elected ILPS-US Chairperson, Tino Valen, and 
Secretary General, Liz Park, gave the closing remarks of 
the Political Conference. They emphasized how the time is 
ripe for change, and while the conditions around the world 
are worsening, the conditions are also excellent for ad-
vancing our struggles. 

On June 1, ILPS-US then led 700 people in a Mass March 
and Rally in front of the headquarters of AI corporations 

Scale AI and OpenAI in San Francisco, California, with 
the theme: "No Tech For Fascism, War, Plunder & Exploi-
tation! Fight for Livelihood, Just Peace, and Libera-
tion!.” Speakers represented labor unions, migrant 
communities, indigenous peoples, groups concerned 
about land and the environment, anti-war movements, 
and national liberation struggles. 

ILPS in Canada National Assembly and Political Con-
ference 

ILPS in Canada held its three day Political Conference, 
General Assembly and Political Action in Ottawa from 
May 26th - 28th, 2026. Approximately 150 delegates from 
grassroots anti-imperialist organizations from across the 
country came together for actions, panels, and discussions 
to confront Canadian imperialism, and strategize how to 
advance the revolutionary struggles of the people around 
the world. The political conference Against Canadian Im-
perialism: Uniting for Socialism was held on May 26. 
Shivangi Misra, the outgoing ILPS in Canada chairperson, 
opened up the conference by reflecting on the growth of 
the ILPS in Canada and globally; and its expansion into a 
broader united front with 400+ member organizations. 
Delegates came together for panels to deepen their politi-
cal education. The panels had speakers across sectors, and 
allied organizations. The topics included:  

1. Confronting the New Order: Working Class Organiz-
ing for Just Peace,  

2. Building a Fighting Worker’s Movement: Towards a 
political strike,  

3. The Legal System and Working-Class Struggle: From 
Defence to Organizing, and  

4. From tenant struggle to working-class struggle: or-
ganizing our neighbourhoods. 

After a busy political conference, delegates and communi-
ty members came together for a solidarity night featuring 
artists, performers and ILPS members under the banner of 
the 25th Anniversary of the International League of Peo-
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ples Struggle! 

Next on the 27th there were political caucuses including:  

1. Land and Liberation with Kolin Sutherland Wilson 
from the Lax Yip Firekeepers and Billie Pierre, 
Nlaka’pamux Water Defender 

2. Neighbourhood Caucus with Off the Defensive Cana-
da 

3. Workers Caucus with International Migrants Alliance 
and Workers Alliance 

4. Friends of the Filipino People in Struggle with Danilo 
“Ka Daning” Ramos from Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
Pilipinas (KMP) 

5. Youth Caucus hosted by Anakbayan Canada 

6. Womens Caucus with International Women's Alliance 

On the morning of May 28, participants from the ILPS 
Assembly joined local activists and others from across 
Canada to participate in a blockade of the roads in front of 
the convention center hosting CANSEC, Canada's largest 
arms trade fair. Anti-war and anti-imperialist messages 
such as “Stop Profiting from War”, “Canada Out of 
NATO”, and “Blood on Your Hands” were displayed 
prominently on large banners and chanted by the crowd of 
over 250 people. The blockade was met with 300 state en-
forcers (OPP, RCMP, Riot Police) of fascism and repres-
sion while the people stood steadfast in their demand to 
shut down CANSEC. 

In the end ILPS in Canada elected a new country coordi-
nating committee and approved resolutions that would 
guide the work over the next 3 years. ILPS in Canada con-
gratulates all of its member organizations, participating 
organizations and allies who attended and supported the 
conference, on a successful 3 days of solidarity and anti 
imperialist movement building. 

 

ILPS Philippines General Assembly 

The International League of Peoples’ Struggle Philippines 
chapter mobilized its 64 member organizations for its Gen-
eral Assembly on June 16, 2026, which brought together 
around 120 participants. 

Guided by the Assembly’s theme, “Fight US imperialist 
war and plunder! Strengthen international solidarity and 
advance the Filipino people’s struggle for national libera-
tion!”, ILPS Philippines successfully adopted a three-year 
General Program of Action (GPOA) to guide its work in 
solidarity campaigns, education and research, and organi-
zational consolidation and expansion. The GPOA was fur-
ther enriched by resolutions submitted by member organi-
zations. 

The Philippines country chapter elected a new National 
Coordinating Committee (NCC) and National Coordinat-
ing Group (NCG) and also welcomed five new member 
organizations. Several global and national solidarity and 
advocacy groups also attended the Assembly as observers. 

There were presentations of the current international and 
national political situation, by ILPS Asia Pacific and 
Bayan Philippines respectively. The presentation of the 
ILPS General Secretariat on the ILPS@25 commemora-
tion was highlighted by a video excerpt of late ILPS 
Chairman Emeritus Jose Maria Sison’s speech about the 
origins of the League at the ILPS Founding Assembly in 
2001. 

Artists and cultural workers produced banners and materi-
als for the Assembly. The People’s Chorale opened the 
day with a live performance of the official ILPS Hymn, 
“Song of the League”. Meanwhile, the song’s author, Dan-
ny Fabella, performed an inspiring musical set later in the 
program. 

ILPS Philippines is optimistic that the General Assembly 
has renewed its members' fervor and commitment to fur-
ther strengthen and expand the anti-imperialist and demo-
cratic mass movement in the Philippines and abroad, and 
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to deepen the Filipino people’s solidarity with peoples and 
nations around the world in their struggles against imperi-
alism. 

ILPS Thailand Successfully Launches First Chapter As-
sembly 

The International League of Peoples' Struggle (ILPS) 
Thailand successfully launched its first chapter assembly, 
bringing together five organizations representing the work-
ers, peasants, women, migrant workers and refugees. The 
milestone gathering marks an important step in strengthen-
ing solidarity among progressive organizations in Thailand 
and advancing coordinated campaigns on issues affecting 
the Thai people. 

Prior to the assembly, participants attended a forum on the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
Group (WBG), in light of its Annual Meetings scheduled 
for October 12-18, 2026, in Bangkok, Thailand. IBON 
International presented an overview of the IMF-WB's poli-
cies, programs, and current agenda, while representatives 
from participating organizations shared how these institu-
tions' policies have affected their respective sectors and 
communities. 

The assembly also established the ILPS Thailand Council 
of Leaders and confirmed two spokespersons, Tannaree 
Jaraprusit of the Southern Riders Association (SRA) and 

Suraporn Songrak of the People's Democracy Movement 
of Thailand (PDMT). The event was attended by 40 repre-
sentatives from 25 mass organizations and institutions rep-
resenting the youth and students, workers, farmers, wom-
en, migrants, human rights groups and pro-Palestine cam-
paigners. 

Messages of solidarity were also delivered by Azra 
Sayeed, Secretary General of ILPS Global, through a rec-
orded video message, and by Lora Sian, Chairperson of 
Migrante Thailand, who both welcomed the formation of 
the ILPS Thailand chapter and expressed support for its 
future campaigns and initiatives.  

By the ILPS General Secretariat 

On October 9, 2025, the US-backed Zionist entity and Ha-
mas, with the backing of the united Palestinian resistance, 
signed an initial agreement assuring a ceasefire, at least 
600 trucks delivering humanitarian aid daily into Gaza, 
exchange of captives between Palestine and ‘Israel’, re-
opening the Rafah Crossing, facilitating initial reconstruc-
tion efforts, and withdrawal of ‘Israeli’ forces from parts 
of Gaza. 

Contrary to what has been peddled by the likes of Donald 
Trump, Steve Witkoff, Benjamin Netanyahu, or another 
talking head of the US imperialists and Zionist reactionar-
ies, Hamas has never signed any agreement regarding the 
‘second phase’ of the so-called 20-point ‘Gaza Peace Plan’ 
that aims to disarm the resistance and end its national lib-
eration struggle, instead deferring these questions of genu-
ine self-determination and Palestinian statehood for further 
negotiations and consultations with all democratic forces 
within Palestine. Since then, the negotiations have reached 
a stalemate due to the US through Trump’s “Board of 
Peace” and the Zionist entity rewriting the original cease-
fire agreement and attempting to pressure Hamas and the 

On the Recent Dissolution of the Hamas Government in 

Gaza 
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united resistance to disarm or face yet another massive 
Zionist assault to officially end the ceasefire. 

Key in these latest discussions is the issue of the 
“International Stabilization Force” (ISF) and the National 
Committee for the Administration of Gaza (NCAG). The 
ISF is meant to be a military force that would operate “in 
full coordination with” the ‘Israeli’ military, consisting of 
hundreds of people from countries friendly to ‘Israel’ such 
as Uganda and Morocco. Meanwhile, it must be noted that 
even though it was not part of the ceasefire agreement, 
Point #9 on the ‘Gaza Peace Plan’ that lays the basis of the 
NCAG was partially agreed to by Hamas on October 24, 
2025, namely the part that reads: “Gaza will be governed 
under the temporary transitional governance of a techno-
cratic, apolitical Palestinian committee, responsible for 
delivering the day-to-day running of public services and 
municipalities for the people in Gaza.”  

Drawing from recent reports from Drop Site News from 
the June 2026 negotiations, “The Palestinian negotiators 
made clear they want the NCAG Palestinian technocratic 
committee recognized as a transitional governing authority 
that will remain in power until elections are held across all 
Palestinian territories. ‘Hamas and the Palestinian factions 
agree to hand over and transfer governance in Gaza to the 
National Committee for Gaza Administration. The Com-
mittee shall enjoy full independence in carrying out its 
duties, and there shall be no interference in its affairs dur-
ing the transitional period,’ they wrote.” In addition, the 
NCAG will eventually hand power over to the Palestinian 
Authority to unify Gaza and the West Bank under one Pal-
estinian state. Lastly, the role of an ISF would act solely as 
a buffer force between the Palestinian people and the Zi-
onist occupation rather than enforcing law within Gaza 
itself. 

In short, the dissolution to make way for the technocratic 
NCAG does not mean a rejection of the national liberation 
struggle by Hamas or the united Palestinian resistance, but 
rather the opposite, highlighting that the reason for this 
genocidal onslaught for almost 3 years now is not due to 
Hamas’s governance over Gaza, but rather the settler-
colonial project aiming to wipe out the Palestinian people. 
As legislative elections were just announced on July 10, 
2026 by the Palestinian Authority for the first time two 
decades, we must be keen on analyzing how the Zionist 
occupation will likely disrupt even these proceedings. 

On July 30th, Donald Trump proclaimed that the Board of 
Peace achieved an agreement for "the COMPLETE DIS-
ARMAMENT of Hamas and all other armed groups in 
Gaza." 

The reality is that 1) Hamas and other armed groups of the 
resistance have agreed to the inventorying and storing of 
large weapons by the National Committee for the Admin-
istration of Gaza (NCAG) independently, with no weapons 
handed to the Zionist entity, US, or any other entity; and 
2) it will not implement this step if the Zionist occupation 
forces don't fulfill their obligations within the agreement 
such as withdrawal from Gaza and ending attacks on Pal-
estinians, which the occupation forces show no sign of 

doing. 

It is clear that the Zionist entity has no commitment to 
peace or even cares whether or not Hamas is governing 
Gaza, but rather is aiming for nothing less than the exter-
mination of the Palestinian people. On August 9th, Netan-
yahu himself stated openly that he did not agree with the 
Board of Peace plan and has no intention to withdraw oc-
cupation forces. This flies in the face not only of the 
pledges made by the resistance but even the US's own in-
terests in carrying out its private investments through 
Gaza's reconstruction via the Board of Peace. 

The Axis of Resistance is a shining example of countries 
asserting their national sovereignty, and as such, we must 
expand our solidarity with the peoples fighting on the 
frontlines against US imperialism. 

By ILPS US 

This past July 4th, 2026 marked the 250th anniversary of 
the founding of the United States of America. For 250 
years, the legacy of the US has been defined by war, re-
source extraction and forced migration from its neocolo-
nies. To this day, it continues to uphold monopoly capital-
ist rule through violent repression, counterinsurgency, and 
fascist violence at the hands of the current head of US im-
perialism—the Trump regime. But the legacy of the US is 
also defined by the working and oppressed peoples of the 
world who have struggled for 250 years against enslave-
ment and genocide committed by the US ruling class. 
Since the country was established to this day, workers, 
migrants, indigenous peoples and peoples of oppressed 
nationalities, and people of the Global South continue to 
fight against US war and plunder and are amassing 
strength to win their sovereignty and liberation. To combat 
the propaganda offensive of the US ruling class in cele-
brating the USA’s 250th anniversary, the ILPS US Coun-
try Chapter waged a campaign to expose the lies on the 
one hand, and lift up the people’s resistance on the other. 

Two propaganda initiatives representing different factions 
of the ruling class were set up to commemorate 250 years 
of the US. “America 250” was a "non-partisan" initiative 
first set up in 2016, given a multi-million dollar budget by 
Congress, and represented largely by liberal bourgeois 
interests, promoting charity donations while whitewashing 
the US's legacy. Trump's "Freedom 250" was the outright 
reactionary version, led by cabinet members, promoting 
"patriotism," "prayer," and "freedom." Both America 250 
and Freedom 250 were sponsored by major multinational 
corporations representing oil, weapons, banking, and other 
destructive industries eager to peddle false narratives of 
American exceptionalism and "innovation" through media 
and celebratory events. 

While readying for these imperialist festivities, Trump 

continued the tradition of lies to deceive the public and 

initiate a war on Iran, kidnap the Venezuelan President 

Maduro, and tighten its stranglehold on Cuba and Pales-

Down with 250 Years of US Exploitation, Plunder and  

Terror! 
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tine. These acts of aggression amount to trillions of dollars 
taken away from public services such as access to reproduc-

tive healthcare, food subsidy benefits, and education espe-

cially as Trump is demanding to raise the already mon-

strous defense budget from $1 trillion to $1.5 trillion, the 

highest in history. These wars of aggression are only serv-

ing to enrich the ruling class and especially weapons manu-

facturers, big tech, and AI corporations. In 2026 alone, the 

corporation Anduril received a $20 billion contract with the 

US military, Scale AI received a $500 million contract with 

the Department of War, and Boeing secured contracts worth 

over $700 million with the Air Force. The CEOs of weap-

ons corporations and their benefactors reap record profits 

and sit alongside Trump, in their strategic class alliance of 

monopoly capitalists. 

The working people are feeling the brunt of the neglect and 

the greed of this administration. Within the US, LGBTQ 

people across the country are experiencing the shrinking of 

their rights and protections and an increase in hate related 

crimes as far as murder. Migrants and refugees are being 

constantly surveilled, fearing being thrown into concentra-

tion camps also known as detention centers, even when it 

was the US that was responsible for their forced migration 

in the first place. Trump's One Big Beautiful Act (OBBA) 

has left millions of Americans without healthcare, with 

more people having to ration lifesaving medications such as 

insulin leading to death. This US has long exposed itself for 

being soulless and indifferent to the genuine needs of its 

people. 

Amidst Trump's heightening fascist attacks, imperialist war, 

and criminal corruption, the contradictions endemic to mo-

nopoly capitalism are revealing its most severe cracks. 

While the imperialists clamored around the 250th anniver-

sary of the US with military parades, outrageous displays of 

force and excess on the streets of Washington DC with a 

UFC fighting match and Grand Prix car race, ILPS US con-

ducted a National Week of Action against the #1 Imperialist 

terrorist and the biggest plunderer on this planet, including 

Trump himself. Members and allies raised the call "Fight 

250 Years of Exploitation, Plunder, and Terror! US Out 

of Everywhere!" 

During the National Week of Action, the country chapter 

conducted actions, educational events and webinars oppos-

ing US-led war and plunder. Some activities targeted the 

weapons, artificial intelligence (AI), and tech companies 

profiting off war and the plunder of the Global South that 

upholds US imperialist domination. Others also commemo-

rated the 57th anniversary of the Stonewall riots, a historic 

rebellion of the LGBTQ working class against state repres-

sion. Others targeted the Pax Silica initiative, the Trump 

regime's newest neoconservative scheme to control the en-

tire semiconductor supply chain directly flowing from the 

National Security Strategy. Hundreds rallied against the 

corrupt, decrepit, violent US imperialist regime on its 250th 

birthday and called for its complete downfall! 

By the ILPS Commission on Socioeconomic Develop-
ment (Commission 2) 

More than eight decades of the Bretton Woods institutions 
have led to structures of maldevelopment for many coun-
tries in the Global South. Historically, and up to the pre-
sent, the push for privatization, de-regulation, and liberali-
zation by the International Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank Group facilitated monopoly capital’s export of sur-
plus capital, extraction of resources, and the exploitation 
of workers in the Global South. Their policies and ap-
proaches are to strengthen neo-colonial rule in puppet re-
gimes and have violated the people’s economic rights and 
the right to freely determine their development, and have 
undermined economic self-reliance and prospects for 
structural change. 

The people’s aspirations for truly sovereign economies are 
intertwined with the struggle against the existing interna-
tional financial system. It is in this context that people’s 
movements have long been demanding for the shutting 
down of the IMF-World Bank.  

Shut down the IMF-WB for the working peoples  

The current narrative of the World Bank Jobs Agenda is 
for the private sector to generate the most jobs with the 
lowest wages and requires governments to create enabling 
environments for business. History has shown that this 
narrative reflects the imperialist designs of these institu-
tions and deliberately ignores social services as rights, 
evades discussion of labour rights, and ignores the record 
of rights violations by corporations done in the name of 
“good business climates”. For the World Bank, the impe-
tus to “create” jobs is the potential to exploit the labour 
power of the millions of workers in the global South. Con-
sequently, to generate greater profits for capital. 

Shutting down the IMF-WB will create conditions for  
the reversal of prevailing neoliberal policies that exploit 
working peoples. Consequently, nations can prioritize 
working peoples rights, reclaim workers rights to living 
wages, to freedom of association, and to the dignity of 
work. This will enable workers to lead in the building of 
societies that produce the needs of the people instead of 
wealth for the few. 

Shut down the IMF-WB for people’s sovereign devel-
opment 

In the midst of an economic crisis driven by capitalist 
overproduction with the ultimate goal for super profits, the 
World Bank is opening discussions on industrial policy for 
countries of the South. 

The same decades-old patterns define the current frame-
work for industrialization that the World Bank is attempt-
ing to sell to the neo-colonies in the 21st-century. Still 
within neoliberal dogma, the “how to” of the World 
Bank’s industrial agenda encourages the establishment of 
export processing zones. For the peoples of the Global 

Why Shut Down the IMF-World Bank? 
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South this has meant the wide scale displacement of peas-
ants and indigenous peoples from their lands, and further 
exploitation and abuse of workers. 

With the aggressive push of the US to secure much needed 
resources through initiatives like Pax Silica in the Philip-
pines and India in Asia, and Argentina, Chile, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, and Panama in Latin America, the IMF-
World Bank is expected, as it has always done, to usher in 
the opening up of the global South’s veins. With Trump’s 
America First policy and US imperialist dominance in the 
institution, a World Bank agenda on so-called industriali-
zation for the global South threatens to advance a mere re-
alignment to US interests. 

Shutting down the IMF-WB means escaping the model 
that has stunted our development. The shutdown will give 
space for countries to advance a sovereign industrializa-
tion that is based on the needs of the people. One that is 
grounded on peasant and Indigenous People’s rights, la-
bour rights, and the sustainable utilization of natural re-
sources - a people-led industrialization that is premised on 
national liberation encompassing economic sovereignty, 
self-determination, and democratic participation. 

Shut down the IMF-WB to end austerity 

As the imperialist policies of the World Bank drain our 
countries’ natural wealth and ensure low-waged labour, 
the IMF continues this plunder by squeezing the already 
low wages of working peoples and passing tax burdens 
onto their shoulders to pay the odious debt accumulated by 
puppet regimes at the behest of imperialist parasitic impo-
sitions. As domestic economies are hollowed out, the IMF 
and WB continue the “advice” to rely more on private in-
vestors. Thus, austerity measures and the corporate takeo-
ver of our economies are part of the same mechanism of 
plunder. 

Pakistan and Sri Lanka in Asia, Zambia and Kenya in Af-
rica, and Argentina and Bolivia in Latin America are just a 
few of the countries that saw movements opposing IMF 
bailouts, increasing debt, and austerity in the last few 
years. 

Shutting down the IMF-WB will allow us to reclaim 
our right to freely determine our development path, free 
from the dictates of imperialist powers and private capital. 
It will mean opening up spaces where our sovereign na-
tions can discuss, not the exploitation, but the sharing of 
our resources to aid in each other’s development. It will 
allow us to end privatization, and instead use public funds 
for people’s needs and not paying off foreign debt. 

Shut down the IMF-WB as part of fighting imperialist 
war and genocide 

The involvement of the WB as finance intermediary in the 
US-led Board of Peace shows its complicity in imperialist 
wars. It also announced in November 2025 that it estab-
lished a new Gaza Reconstruction and Development Fund. 
This Fund’s strategy is based on “a pivot towards private 
sector-led growth”. Along with the US-proposed “New 
Gaza” master plan which aims to establish commercial, 
industrial, and tourist zones in Palestinian lands, capital is 

given the opportunity to extract resources and profits from 
the ruins of imperialist war and genocide. 

Shutting down the IMF-WB will mean a significant 
blow to one of the arms of US imperialism that has been 
complicit in financing imperialist wars around the world. 
Shutting down the IMF-World Bank will mean an end to 
further US-Israel plans of capitalizing on the genocide of 
Palestinian people. 

Shut down the IMF-WB to weaken imperialism and to 
advance liberation 

Neoliberalism is eroding. The multiple crises of capitalism 
offers openings to confront existing power asymmetries 
and discuss an alternative vision. Disentangling from the 
exploitative hold of the IMF-World Bank means creating 
more space for Southern cooperation and people-to-people 
solidarity. This also means rejecting imperialist debt and 
austerity, militarism, and genocide.  

The IMF-World Bank Annual Meetings are set to happen 
in Bangkok, Thailand in October 2026, and are expected 
to reinforce the neocolonial integration of the Southeast 
Asia region to the global capitalist system. People’s move-
ments are ready to push back. In the long term, the deci-
sive forces to shutting down the IMF-World Bank will be 
the strength and solidarity of working peoples, social 
movements, and national liberation struggles who are 
fighting to advance national industrialization, genuine 
agrarian reform, the right to self-determination, and social 
transformation. 

By the ILPS Commission on National Liberation 
(Commission 1) 

In the wake of intense U.S. coercion, naval blockades, for-
eign resource theft, and the January 3, 2026 military ag-
gression that killed 100 people and resulted in the illegal 
kidnapping of President Nicolás Maduro and Cilia Flores, 
Western Left commentators have rushed to declare the 
Bolivarian Revolution "betrayed." Compounded by recov-
ery efforts following catastrophic twin earthquakes, the 
Venezuelan people are holding the line against imperialist 
aggression. 

This defeatist framing uncritically echoes Washington's 
triumphalist rhetoric while treating the attempted creation 
of a neocolonial protectorate as an unquestioned reality. 
Rather than accepting this imperialist imposition, we must 
respond with rage, mobilization, and relentless organiza-
tion against this violation of international law. 

To fight back effectively, we must name the strategy: for 

over 200 years, U.S. imperialism has deployed the Monroe 

Doctrine to treat Latin America and the Caribbean as its 

private backyard. Far from a historical relic, the Monroe 

Doctrine remains an active war machine. Whenever Wash-

ington seeks to steal resources or crush self-determination, 

On Just Grounds, With Restraint, and to Our Advantage: 
Solidarity with the Bolivarian Revolution Under U.S.-
Zionist Siege 
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it uses the exact same playbook: dehumanizing popula-

tions to justify aggression. They called Mexicans 

"barbaric" in 1845, Cubans "unfit to rule" in 1898, Filipi-

nos "little brown brothers" needing tutelage in 1899, Hai-

tians "savages" during military occupation, and Guatema-

lans "communist threats" in 1954. Today, that same colo-

nial machinery targets Venezuela—labeling a sovereign 

nation a "dictatorship" or "narco-state" to justify blockades 

and enforce a neocolonial protectorate. 

Flawed by executive bias, outside commentators focus on 

high-level state maneuvers while ignoring the resilient 

base. Analyzing any tactical shift in a vacuum, severed 

from the primary contradiction of U.S.-Zionist imperial-

ism and the historical context of the Monroe Doctrine, is a 

profound analytical error. Under decades of comprehen-

sive blockade and military coercion, external observers 

must avoid getting ahead of the Venezuelan people or pro-

nouncing verdicts on their behalf. Rather than rushing to 

substitute outside judgment for the decisions of those en-

during extreme duress, a materialist analysis centers how 

the organized masses themselves navigate these condi-

tions. 

Even under severe pressure, the true engine of the revolu-

tion remains the communes. Venezuelan popular power 

operates through a dialectical framework wherein com-

munes cultivate self-governing authority from below while 

remaining strategically aligned with the state to defend 

national sovereignty. While non-antagonistic contradic-

tions with the state are an unavoidable reality of this pro-

cess, the masses address these dialectically through the 

principle of unity, struggle, unity—resolving internal fric-

tion through struggle on a new basis to preserve the anti-

imperialist front. Urban communes in El Panal and La Ve-

ga, alongside rural communes in Río Caribe—whose or-

ganizers welcomed anti-imperialist solidarity from the 

Philippines with open arms—demonstrate how this works 

on the ground. 

El Panal's history shows popular self-governance develop-

ing long before state codification. Its roots trace to 1958, 

when working-class families occupied housing blocks 

built under the Pérez Jiménez dictatorship. Following the 

U.S.-backed 2002 coup, militants formed the Alexis Vive 

Patriotic Force, and by 2006, self-declared El Panal Com-

mune. Only in 2010 did the state pass the Organic Law of 

Communes, culminating in Chávez’s 2012 "Comuna o 

Nada" directive. Today, El Panal drives economic self-

reliance through farming, textile production, food distribu-

tion, communal canteens, and educational projects. In La 

Vega, activists with the Frente Popular Antiimperialista 

organize political education through film screenings, teach

-ins, and marches. Crucially, organized communes recog-

nize their alliance with the armed forces as an essential 

shield against foreign invasion and right-wing coups. 

This positioning finds its theoretical expression in Mao's 

dialectical framework: we must distinguish between antag-

onistic contradictions (between the people and imperialist 

aggression) and non-antagonistic contradictions (internal 

debate within the revolutionary camp). Mao stressed that 

non-antagonistic contradictions must be handled on just 

grounds, with restraint, and to our advantage—resolving 

friction through persuasion and unity so as not to trans-

form internal tension into a conflict benefiting the class 

enemy. U.S. imperialism awaits a fifth column to yield, 

allowing local far-right lackeys to enforce violent regime 

change. Rushing to proclaim a fatal rift echoes Lenin's 

critique of "left-wing" childishness—confusing subjective 

desires for ideological purity with the objective realities of 

class struggle under siege. 

As highlighted during the September 3, 2026 webinar enti-

tled "The Venezuelan Communes Will Not Kneel," featur-

ing voices from Venezuela's urban and rural communes, 

commune leaders understand that U.S. imperialism is the 

primary contradiction. Commune representatives remain 

clear about both their tactical and sovereign fronts, recog-

nizing that drawing a wedge between themselves and the 

state  under imperialist siege would sacrifice national lib-

eration, sovereignty, and socialism. 
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